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Warning: Milleniwave visuals do have the potential to trigger seizures due to flashing, 


bright, and/or obnoxious colors and lights. Viewer discretion is advised. 


Milleniwave 


Milleniwave is an aesthetic born from an 

overall sense of Millennial frustration and 

existential dread with the direction society is 

going by trying to put a happy face and a 

bright, colorful facade over it that does a piss- 

poor job of actually hiding it. While most 

modern aesthetics stem from a desire to 

completely retreat from the seeming- 

downward spiral society is currently on, Face-down in a population that god 
Milleniwave completely embraces that things has left behind... 


suck right now. But, they don’t have to remain 

sucking, and that we can all rebound from the ai Gy ates 
rigin 

current societal gunk and ride crescent fresh 


into new era inspired by the futures that never Key Motifs _ Fireworks, lasers, retro 
polygons, black lights, disco 
balls, strobe lights, crystals, 
sprites, color-changing or 
glowing objects, molecules, 
night skies, sunsets, neon, 


were. This aesthetic is a better way to facilitate 


change by present an alternative. 
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History 


Milleniwave is the personal aesthetic of 
ThelnternetTombRaider, also known as Sean 
Strife, for the Aesthetics Wiki in order to 
demonstrate how to express the influences, 
philosophy, connotations, and visual qualities 
of an aesthetic in an in-depth manner. The 
original purpose was not expressed, and the 
status of created aesthetics is still uncertain in 
the wiki. However, this page remains up just in 
case somebody does decide to look at the 
formatting to see how to make a good page for 
the Wiki (or how to develop one’s own unique 
aesthetic in a way where it can stand on its 


own). 


Here is how the creator of the page arrived at 
his personal aesthetic. After years of 
attempting to find an aesthetic home, 
eventually he decided to just make his own 
aesthetic of one. After floating between 
Mallgoth to Raver to a brief spell in the 
Metrosexual aesthetic to Synthwave to 
Vaporwave (traveling back and forth between 
the two in recent years), eventually he decided 
to draw upon his past (to a happier time) to 
develop Milleniwave (something he thought 
would've been the name for what would later 
become the Y2K aesthetic); a combination of 
his primary aesthetics as well as other outside 
elements such as a nihilistic worldview, a 
crippling sense of existential dread, a love of all 
things nostalgic (specifically from the time 
period ranging from the 80s all the way to the 
early 2000s), and a love of bright, fluorescent 
(arguably obnoxious) color palette that 
sometimes doesn't necessarily blend well with 


the other previously-established aesthetics. 


Visual 


Key Colors 


Key Values 


Related 
Aesthetics 


Related 
Media 


space, fire, water, electricity, 
pizza, soda, steak, awesome 
martial arts fighting scenes, 
rooftops, multi-colored lights, 
blood, energy drinks, 
retro/indie video games, 
surreal imagery that makes 
absolutely no sense at first 
glance, dead or dying malls, 
fog machines, graffiti, 
Saturdays, low-fidelity public 
access television, 
kaleidoscopes, aurora, 
fireflies 


Silver, black, 
fluorescent/neon colors, 
color-shifting combinations, 
holographic colors 


Nostalgia, parkour, a devil- 
may-care attitude, a crippling 
sense of existential dread and 
anxiety, hyperactivity, 
honesty, sarcasm, self- 
loathing, non-sequiturs 


After Hours 
Anime 
Cartooncore 
City Pop 
Cleancore 
Crystalcore 
Cyberdelic 
Cyberpunk 
Foodie 
Frutiger Aero 
Gamercore 
Glitch 
Glowwave 
Golden Hour 
Goth 

Hip-Hop 
Holosexual 
cepunk 
Liminal Space 
Lo-Fi 
Nostalgiacore 
Ocean Grunge 
Old Web 

Punk 
Rainbowcore 
Raver 

Real Life Super Hero 
Seapunk 
Slimepunk 
Spacecore 
Synthwave 
Tropical 
Urbancore 


Vaporwave 
Wanderlust 
Witch House 
Y2K 


Lots of media (both well- 
known and more obscure) 
ranging from the 80's to the 
early 2000's, as well as 
modern media directly 
inspired by the 
aforementioned retro media. 


In many ways, the visual aspect of Milleniwave is a blend of Lo-Fi, Vaporwave, Synthwave, 


Y2K, Glowwave, and other bright, colorful, and surreal aesthetics. But it also blends dark 


and depressing elements to juxtapose the bright and colorful visuals; as if to put a colorful 
coat of paint on a world threatened by civil unrest, strife, catastrophe, and the destruction 
of the human race as a whole. A Milleniwave photo edit can take media that was popular 
from the late 20th/early 21st century, turn the contrast up all the way to 100 so that the 
colors are as bright and vivid as possible, with the darkness turned down so that the colors 
can be the star of the show, with some shocking text (appropriate of the time period, of 
course), but is by no means meant to be a shield for cowardly bigots to hide behind with 
“it's a joke” claims. Bonus points if a grainy VHS filter can be applied over it to look like a 
degraded VHS recording of some old show that looks like it could be close to the point of no 


return in terms of being able to restore it (much like society). 


Milleniwave aesthetics may also play heavily on New Age aesthetics, but with no actual 
meaning or purpose to them, just appreciating the visually-pleasing aesthetics associated 
with it while acknowledging that they have no intrinsic or meaningful purpose or value in 
your life. Their usage of bright colors can also lead to some incredibly psychedelic 


Milleniwave visuals. 


Fashion 


Milleniwave fashion draws inspiration from the 80's, 90’s, and 2000's, whether it be from 
the fashion trends at the time, or the media often portrayed around that time (for example, 
if somebody wanted to dress up like a Synthwave’d-out Batman, that is completely 
permissible within Milleniwave). The key to Milleniwave fashion is “to stand out while hiding 
your true identity” and to be comfortable in the process as well. Common fashion (outside 
of the cosplay example cited above) can include things such as face masks/bandanas 
(made especially popular during the COVID-19 pandemic), beanies/toboggans, sunglasses 
(especially in bright and vivid colors), phat pants (for the uninitiated, phat pants is the 
actual term used for the pants with ridiculously big leg openings that were popular in the 
late 90s and early 2000s. Think JNCOs and you'll get an idea), tank tops/tight t-shirts, 
hoodies (in winter time), Mexican wrestling masks (for when you really don't want people to 
recognize you out on the streets and don't care if it's socially acceptable to wear them or 
not), baggy gym clothes (for either working out or for particularly lazy days), LED shoes, 
fiber optic clothing, any sort of clothing that can glow under a blacklight, rainbow-reflective 
clothing (clothing that looks stealthy and black/grey until the light hits it at a certain angle 
and causes the clothing to absolutely light up, tye-dye clothing (it can be shirts, pants, or 


whatever), and/or superhero-themed zentais. 


If you are wondering why there isn’t a lot of clothing that could be considered female- 
coded in Milleniwave; well, that’s because it really hasn't been defined through a female 
lens (a rarity among most modern aesthetics), but if anybody wants to attempt to try it out, 
they are more than welcome to (or if they just wanna wear what the males wear, that’s cool, 


too). 


Milleniwave Vendors 


ADIDAS 

Akade Wear 
Converse 
Cyberdog 
Dataerase 
Electric Styles 
Electro Threads 
FILA 

GloFX 

In Control Clothing 
JNCO 

Kikwear 

Love On Haight 
Lugz 

Manic Panic 
Moon Lambo 


Palm Treat 


Public Space 
RainbowOPTX 
Skidz 
Tetramode 
Threyda 

Tripp 

UFO 

Urban Society 
Vans 
Vapor95 
Volga Verdi 
Wicked Clothes 


Zubaz 


Media 


Video Games 


Unsurprisingly, video games do play a major role in defining 

the initial Milleniwave aesthetic (not only in terms of color 

palette but also in terms of philosophy), so it should come as 

no surprise that there are some examples of video games 

representing the Milleniwave aesthetics. A lot of Milleniwave 

video games will feature bright colors, 

trippy/futuristic/surreal visuals, and something of a dark undercurrent (or just overtly dark) 


in terms of story. Some of these video games include: 


Assault Rigs 

Beat Hazard 

Broforce 

Deus Ex 

Dohna Dohna 

Drift Stage 

Dyad 

Earthbound 

Fantavision 

Far Cry 3: Blood Dragon 
Final Fantasy 7 

Grand Theft Auto 3 

Grand Theft Auto: Vice City 
Grand Theft Auto: San Andreas 
Guacamelee 

Heavy Bullets 

Hotline Miami 

Hover: Revolt of Gamers 
Jazzpunk 

Jet Moto 

Jet Set Radio 

Jumping Flash 

Katamari Damacy 

Lollipop Chainsaw 

Mirror's Edge 

Mother Russia Bleeds 
NiGHTS Into Dreams 

No More Heroes 

Retro City Rampage 

Robot Roller-Derby Disco Dodgeball 
Saturday Morning RPG 
Splatoon 2: Octo Expansion 
SUPERHOT 

Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtled 4: Turtles In Time 


WipeOut (especially WipeOut HD) 


« X-Kaliber 2097 
e X-Men: The Arcade Game 


Music 


A lot of Milleniwave music is either directly from or inspired by the late 20th/early 21st 


century and tends to have a slightly electronic sound and/or deals with heavy subject 


matter, drawing heavily from Ocean Grunge, Seapunk, Vaporwave, Industrial, and 
Synthwave music, as well as some modern and old school electronic music tracks. Some 


popular Milleniwave artists include (but are not limited to): 


Pt) IL al 

2Pac 

31 

A Flock of Seagulls 
Alice in Chains 

All The Damn Vampires 
Anamanaguchi 
Aphex Twin 

Arcade High 

At 1980 

Bad Religion 
Basement Jaxx 
Blank Banshee 

Blink 182 

Blondie 

Blur 

Bob Marley 
Carpenter Brut 
Chemical Brothers 
CoLD SToRAGE 

The Cure 

CZARINA 

Daft Punk 

Dana Jean Phoenix 
Dance With The Dead 
Daniel Lopatin/Oneohtrix Point Never/Chuck Person 
Darude 

deaths dynamic shroud.wmv 
Desired 

Doja Cat 

eevee eveline 

Eiffel 65 
Eyeliner/Disasteradio 
The Faint 

FIBRE 

FM-84 

Foo Fighters 
FrankJavCee 

George Clanton/Mirror Kisses/ESPRIT 448 
Ghost Data 
Gloomcvit 

Goody Grace 

Gorillaz 

haircuts for men 
Happy Mondays 
Home 

Hotel Pools 
Innerpartysystem 
Inspiral Carpets 
James Ferraro 


Justice 


Kendrick Lamar 
Kero Kero Bonito 
Liam Lynch 

luxury elite 

The Midnight 
Misfits 

Mitch Murder 
Modest Mouse 
Modjo 

New Order 

NINA 

Nirvana 

Nmesh 

Northern Lights 
The Notorious B.I.G. 
Nujabes 

N.W.A. 

Oasis 

The Offspring 

Ollie Wride 

Orbital 

Paul Oakenfold 
Pearl Jam 
Perturbator 

Pink Floyd 

Poets of the Fall 
Porter Robinson 
POSEIDON IN CHAINS 
Power Glove 
PowerPCMe 

The Prodigy 
Psykosonik 

Rick Astley (I swear, this isn't some sort of elaborate Rickroll; dude is a genuinely 
talented musician) 
Sewerslvt 

The Shamen 
Skylar Spence/Saint Pepsi 
Snoop Dogg 
Stardust 

Studio Killers 
Sunglasses Kid 
SURFING 


telepath7TLANY—he Aa 
Three 6 Mafia 

Tiésto 

Timecop1983 

Trevor Something 
TUPPERWAVE 


Ultrademon/Lilium Kobayashi 


Underworld 
Unicorn Kid 
VAPERROR 
Vektroid/Macintosh Plus/PrismCorp Virtual Enterprises 
Walk The Moon 
The Weeknd 
Windows96 
Wu-Tang Clan 
Yung Bae 

Yuni Wa 
SuicideboyS 
§EA FD GS 
Hii 2% Corp. 


4ELLY ANDROID - APARTMENT 
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Written 


A lot of Milleniwave strives to take the ideas and creations 

forged in the 80's, 90's, and 2000's popular kid's shows that 

were deeply rooted in shallow capitalism but using the more 

refined, complex storytelling devices discovered as one has 

gotten older to tell more complex, shades-of-grey stories 

where the simplistic idea of good-vs-evil isn’t as clean-cut 

as it once appeared to be as we were kids, and not being afraid to explore the darker sides 


of concepts that used to be portrayed as innocent and good. 


Philosophy 


Milleniwave's philosophy is rooted in using the media of the 

past and the messages of sharing, inclusivity, anti-bigotry, 

honesty, and just overall not being a dick (often referred to 

by adherents as "The Golden Rule"), and hopes to use that as 

a vessel to promote this overall positive message to 

hopefully steer society away from the iceberg dead ahead that is complete and total 
techno-dystopia the likes of which Cyberpunk literature of the past warned us about; a sort 
of tracing back our footsteps to see where it is we went wrong exactly and attempt to 
course correct in the process. However, the closer and closer we get to crashing into the 
aforementioned metaphorical iceberg, the more that crawling negative sense of existential 
dread creeps in and one is forced to retreat into the comforting arms of nostalgia until 


things hopefully calm down and don't burn down around us. 


Activities 


Some various Milleniwave activities may include, but are not 

limited to: parkour, backyard wrestling, any form of the 

martial arts, listening to music (see the music section above 

for artists that fall under the Milleniwave umbrella), watching 

old or independent shows/movies either to reminisce about 

the good old days or to support new art being created, 

playing video games, writing fictional stories clearly inspired 

by the media you grew up watching (while playing with the tropes in new and unique ways), 
coping with the never-ending existential dread one feel’s in their waking life in potentially 
unhealthy ways (not the same as Traumacore; Traumacore is a very specific thing whereas 
this is just regular, run-of-the-mill existential dread), laser tag, going to the arcade (if you 
can find one), black light golf/bowling/yoga/volleyball/whatever activity you can think of to 
do involving blacklights, half-joking about wanting to drink ammonia and bleach or overall 
speaking almost exclusively in sarcasm and non-sequitur (saying the most over-the-top 
stuff imaginable in the most deadpan tone you can muster), sitting around a fire (and 
maybe throwing different sorts of metal salts in to mess with the color of said fire, setting 
off fireworks, playing with tesla coils and lasers, cooking/going out to eat/hanging out at a 
Cafe or Coffee Shop, learn about new cultures in an attempt to gain a better understanding 
of the world around you, browse the deep web, going out and doing good for other people 
(so that hopefully others don't have to feel with the creepy sense of dread you deal with 
everyday), meditating when things get too hectic in reality so one can maintain sanity, 
offending Baby Boomers (because it's about the best thing you can do to get back at how 
the vast majority of them completely ruined the world), wandering around a dying mall 
(thinking about its glory days and thinking about your own glory days slipping by, much like 
the mall), stargazing (to take in both the fact the universe is so vast and you're only seeing 
a small portion of it while also realizing that the same atoms, elements, and molecules that 
make up those faraway celestial bodies are also found within you), and walking alone at 


night while listening to Lo-Fi Hip-Hop music and just absorbing the ambiance. 


Culinary 


Culinarily, Milleniwave is all about two things: 


« Paying homage to the snacks, treats, and food of the past 


« Playing with flavors from different countries and seeing what can work together and 


what can't. 


This fusion of past and future & domestic and foreign is key, but important foods to 
Milleniwave include pizza, soda/energy drinks, sushi, steak, and various sweet candy. 


Milleniwave food should be bright, vibrant, delicious, and take you back to a simpler time. 
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Theoretical Milleniwave 
fashion potential. 


INJECT IT RIGHT INTO You will be missed... When these are out in 

MY FUCKING VEINS! the wild, you better get 
as much of this as you 
can. 
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